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Mr. President,

I would like to start by welcoming the delegation of Central African Republic and to thank them for the presentation of their report. 

Being aware of the difficult situation the country and its people are faced with, Croatia would like to point out the need for an inclusive and transparent consultative process that would make the National Transitional Council more credible and gender balanced. The rule of law and security in the country must be restored as a matter of priority. 
Croatia welcomes the signing of the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict in 2010 but notes that the Optional Protocol has not yet been ratified.

Croatia believes that the fight against impunity, especially for perpetrators of serious human rights violations is essential for the country’s future.

Having said that, we would like to give two recommendations:
1. Develop and apply, as a matter of priority, strategies aimed at combating sexual violence against women, and especially girls, and ensure that they are provided with support for physical and mental health;

2. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and develop and apply strategies aimed at ending impunity of those responsible for committing grave violations against children in conflict. 
Thank you.
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