                     [image: image1.emf]
 

16th session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group

Review of Uzbekistan, Geneva, 24 April 2013
Mr. President,
Norway thanks the delegation of Uzbekistan for the presentation of the National Report, and for the cooperation under the Universal Periodic Review.

We note that Uzbekistan since the last UPR has adopted a number of legal acts and amended existing legislation related to human rights. These endeavours are commendable and could be important steps towards improving the human rights situation in the country.

However, Norway remains deeply concerned about reports of serious human rights violations in Uzbekistan. These include reports of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of prisoners, forced child labour, intimidation and persecution of human rights defenders, arbitrary application of law, and severe limitations to freedom of speech and the freedom of the mass media. 

Norway recommends that Uzbekistan carry out judicial and penitentiary reform aimed to guarantee that trials are impartial and fair, and that detention conditions are in accordance with international law – not only in letter, but also in practice. 

The role of credible, independent monitoring mechanisms is essential. Norway recommends that Uzbekistan enable independent NGOs including international human rights organisations to freely register and to operate in accordance with international law and standards. 

Finally, Norway recommends that Uzbekistan provide conditions that are conducive to the development of free and critical media, and improve foreign journalists’ access to the country, both on a permanent and on an occasional basis.

Thank you.
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