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Universal Periodic Review of Republic of UZBEKISTAN, 24 April 2013

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia warmly welcomes the delegation of the Republic of Uzbekistan headed by ………………………………. We thank for the report presented and also for the additional information given in the opening speech. 

Estonia welcomes the steps taken by Uzbekistan to reform its legislation and judicial system with the goal to enhance the situation of human rights as well as to promote human rights education in society. 
Estonia notes positively the progress made in guaranteeing gender equality and women’s rights, and encourages the authorities to continue this work. Moreover, we call to consider withdrawing of existing reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 

Estonia remains concerned with regard to guaranteeing fundamental freedoms, inter alia the freedom of expression, including online, and the freedom of assembly. We invite Uzbekistan to ensure that its legislation and practice fully respect the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 
Estonia would like to recommend to the Government of Uzbekistan:
- to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court

- to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OP-CAT)
- to ensure media freedom, including internet freedom, by eliminating all restrictions to the activities of independent media and human rights organizations. 

Estonia would like to wish the delegation of Uzbekistan a successful review meeting. 

Thank you. 
[image: image1.jpg]