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Universal Periodic Review of TUVALU, 24 April 2013

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia

Estonia warmly welcomes the high level delegation of Tuvalu, headed by Ms Eselealofa Apinelu to the 16th session of the UPR.  We thank Tuvalu for its work in preparing the national report and also for the comprehensive presentation today. 
Estonia notes with appreciation that Government of Tuvalu has made progress in ensuring that human rights standards are included in national legislation. Since the last UPR Tuvalu has taken into account several recommendations made and has achieved significant progress in implementing them. 

Estonia commends the Government of Tuvalu for inclusion of gender equality promotion and expansion of the role of women as national priorities in the National Strategic Development Plan Te Kakeega II 2005-2015. Furthermore, the Tuvalu National Women’s Policy has encouraged the inclusion of gender equality in planning processes, discussions and policies, and promoted further women’s involvement in business. 
Estonia calls upon Tuvalu to continue to review and, where necessary, amend all relevant laws which have a negative impact on women, so as to bring them fully in line with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. We encourage Tuvalu to raise awareness about women’s rights and the concept of gender equality in society in general. 
Estonia invites Tuvalu to show strong commitment to justice and the rule of law and to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and fully align its legislation with all obligations under the Rome Statute. We also invite Tuvalu to accede to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

Considering the abovementioned, Estonia would like to offer the following recommendations: 
- to recommend that Tuvalu ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and accede to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

- to accede to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its optional protocols;

- to accede the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide;

We would like to wish the delegation of Tuvalu a successful review meeting.

Thank you!
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