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16th session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group

Review of Turkmenistan, Geneva, 22 April 2013
	Statement by Norway
Thank you Mr. President, 

We thank the delegation of Turkmenistan for the presentation of the National Report, and for the cooperation under the Universal Periodic Review. 

Norway welcomes the new Mass Media Act (24.12.2013) as a step in the right direction for freedom of expression and freedom of the mass media in Turkmenistan. Norway recommends that the government of Turkmenistan steps up efforts to promote and facilitate media pluralism and ensures that mass media can operate without government interference. We look forward to monitor the progress through the Reporters Without Borders Freedom of Press Index and the Freedom House Index.
During the last UPR Turkmenistan promised to conduct campaigns and programmes to eliminate discrimination against women in the country. Norway welcomes the ratification by Turkmenistan of the Optional Protocol to the CEDAW Convention and recommends that concrete steps be taken to ensure that the women of Turkmenistan know their rights as set forth in this Optional Protocol. 

According to several different human rights organizations domestic violence is a recurring problem in Turkmenistan. Norway is concerned that there are no specific provisions in the country’s legislation on this matter and recommends that this be taken into the Criminal Code along with concrete sanctions against the perpetrators of domestic violence. 

Norway is deeply worried about the continued imprisonment of political dissidents, critical journalists and civil activists in Turkmenistan. We recommend the release of all prisoners of conscience.

Thank you.
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