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Mr. President,

Namibia warmly welcomes the delegation of Turkmenistan to the 16th Session of the Human Rights Council Working Group on the UPR. 
Namibia commends Turkmenistan for ratifying major international conventions to improve the promotion and protection of human rights, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women, and the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  Namibia further commends Turkmenistan for its efforts to combat trafficking in persons, improve the provision of quality education, and to establish a national human rights action plan. 
My delegation would like to make the following recommendations to Turkmenistan:
1. Strengthen its policies to address discrimination against women.
2. Ensure religious minorities, including Christian Protestants, are not discriminated against based on their faith.
3. Increase its efforts for the social and economic development of its people.
I thank you Mr. President.
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