AUST RALIAN MlSSlON ‘TO THE UNITED NATIONS E-mail UN.Geneva@dfat.gov.au

Chemin des Fins 2, Petit Saconnex, 1211 Geneva 19 Ph +41 22 799 9100 Fax +41 22 799 9175 www.geneva.mission.gov.au

Qaw/ém:
=%

Universal Periodic Review Working Group — 16th Session
Universal Periodic Review of Turkmenistan

‘Statement by Australia

Australia welcomes Turkmenistan’s ratification of a number of human rights treaties, .
but encourages further efforts in their implementation and translation into national law.

Australia acknowledges Turkmenistan’s stated commitment to freedom of expression,
association and assembly, but notes with concern that fundamental freedoms remain
heavily curtailed. The treatment of human rights defenders and political activists —
including their repression and harassment — is of serious concern. Australia
recommends Turkmenistan take appropriate action to guarantee the freedoms of
expression, association and assembly - including by allowing independent medla, .
political parties and civil society to operate freely — and ceasing the repressmn ‘and
other ill treatment of human rights defenders and political activists.

Australia acknowledges the release of some political prisoners since Turkmenistan’s
previous review but notes with alarm continued reports of the use of arbitrary detention
and torture. Australia recommends Turkmenistan take steps to release all political
prisoners and facilitate the requested visits of the UN Special Rapporteur on
torture and the UN Working Group on arbitrary detention. '

Australia notes with concern that domestic violence and child marriage remain prevalent
throughout Turkmenistan. Australia recommends that Turkmenistan take measures
to further protect and promote the rights of women, including by enforcing laws
agamst domestic violence

Australia also niotes with concern discrimination agalnst ethmc and religious rmnontles
Australia recommends Turkmenistan address discriminatory practices towards
ethnic and religious minorities, including lifting restrictions on their part1c1pat10n
in government and society.






