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Universal Periodic Review of CAMEROON, 1 May 2013

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia
Estonia warmly welcomes the delegation of Cameroon headed by ……………………………… We thank Cameroon for their report and for the additional information given in the opening speech. 

Estonia points out with appreciation that Cameroon has become part most of the main international human rights instruments and is cooperating with the special procedures of the UN Human Rights Council as well as with treaty bodies.
We positively note several initiatives undertaken by Cameroon in protecting and promoting human rights, such as the adoption of National Action Plan and the National Human Rights Education program. 
We positively note that Cameroon is a supporter of the UNSCR 1325 principles and related resolutions on women, peace and security and is actively combating against gender-based discrimination. We acknowledge the efforts made in fighting against female genital mutation and urge Cameroon to criminalise  this harmful practice in the nearest future. 
Furthermore, we would like to highlight the issue of freedom of expression, freedom online, freedom of peaceful assembly and association, including by representatives of political parties, media and other civil society groups and call the authorities of Cameroon to ensure the full enjoyment of these rights. 
We also invite Cameroon to establish an official moratorium to the execution of the death penalty with the view to its further abolition. 
Estonia would like to recommend to the Government of Cameroon:

- to ratify the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
- to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at abolition of the death penalty
- to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court 
We wish Cameroon every success and all the luck in its work towards a better future.

Thank you!
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