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United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland

National Statement

Universal Periodic Review – Zambia
Thank you Madam President.

The UK welcomes the progress the Government of Zambia has made to improve its human rights record.  We also welcome the peaceful transfer of power that took place after the 2011 elections. The UK is a willing partner in helping Zambia build on these achievements, and we would encourage further action in a number of areas:
Prison conditions in Zambia continue to cause the UK great concern.  Prisoners routinely suffer malnutrition, overcrowding, inadequate medical care, and the risk of rape or torture.  We call on the government to address these concerns.
While we acknowledge Zambia has not carried out an execution since 1997, we are concerned that the courts continue to pass the death sentence.  

We welcome the creation of a Ministry of Gender and encourage the Government of Zambia to continue tackling gender inequalities and gender-based violence.
The UK encourages Zambia to improve enforcement of employment law, so that no workers, including those in the mining industry, work longer than the legal maximum number of hours per day. 
We encourage Zambia to legislate to protect LGBT rights and consider including a provision in the new constitution.
We have the following recommendations for the Government of Zambia:  
1. To make the necessary legislative changes, including restricting the scope of the Public Order Act, to ensure the fullest possible freedoms of association and expression; and to ensure the police enforce these and other laws in a proportionate manner, including in Western Province.   
2. To legislate to remove the death penalty from its statute and commute to custodial sentences those death sentences that have already been handed down.
Thank you Madam President.
