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United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland

National Statement

Universal Periodic Review – Sri Lanka
Thank you Madam President.  
The UK welcomes the progress made in normalising the situation in Sri Lanka since 2009. People's daily lives are now free from the scourges of terrorism and war. The LLRC Report provides a valuable framework to address wider post-conflict issues. We support swift implementation of the LLRC recommendations and urge the Government to take these and further measures towards long term reconciliation and human rights protection, in line with this Council’s resolution. We are deeply concerned about attacks on and intimidation of journalists, human rights defenders and legal professionals.  We call on the government to ensure no legal or political impunity for such attacks, nor reprisals against any individual, including for cooperating with UN mechanisms.  

We have 2 recommendations:

1)   Fully and transparently investigate alleged grave breaches of international humanitarian law during the conflict.

2)   Ensure a climate in which all citizens are able to freely express their opinions and beliefs, without fear of reprisal or retribution and invite the Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression. 

 As in any democracy, open and honest debate and respect for the rule of law will be crucial to overcoming key challenges. 

Thank you Madam President.

