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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
National Statement
Universal Periodic Review – REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Thank you, Madam President.
The UK welcomes the Republic of Korea’s commitment to human rights and your efforts to promote human rights standards internationally. We encourage the Republic of Korea to take further steps to demonstrate international leadership in this area. 

We also encourage the Republic of Korea to continue to raise awareness of human rights in order to ensure it has a fully inclusive society regardless of disability, gender, sexual orientation or national origin. 
We urge the Republic of Korea to ratify the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture.  We would like to ask the Republic of Korea whether it would be willing to set a timeline for ratifying the Protocol?
Whilst the UK acknowledges that the Republic of Korea has not carried out an execution since the end of 1997, we are concerned that the law still permits the use of the death penalty. We also urge the Republic of Korea to update the National Security Act so that it is brought into line with international standards and cannot be implemented in a way that impedes freedom of expression or association. 
We would like to make two recommendations:
1) To introduce a moratorium on all executions and introduce legislation to abolish the death penalty.

2) To ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children Supplementing the UN Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime.
Thank you, Madam President.
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