Guatemala

Question
In 2008 Canada recommended that Guatemala adopt effective measures to prevent and protect human rights defenders from violence and ensure the prompt, thorough and effective investigation and appropriate punishment of crimes committed against them. Canada notes the steps taken by Guatemala within the courts and the Attorney General’s Office to provide greater resources, public access and transparency within the justice system. Could the delegation provide an update on efforts to improve the ability of human rights defenders, justice officials and administrators, and journalists to safely carry out their activities?

Recommendations

Canada recommends that Guatemala:

1.    Take measures to improve the participation of all stakeholders, with a focus on women and indigenous people in decision making processes that could have an impact on future development of rural communities.

2.    Continue to build on the successes achieved to date to improve access to the justice system and increase efforts to build national capacity in bringing about accountability such as the convictions related to the 1982 Dos Erres massacre.

3.    Fulfill its commitment to reducing chronic malnutrition by 10% in 4 years including through the development of a long term strategy to reduce inequalities related to access to food., 

Observations (if time allows)



Canada commends the actions taken to date by the current government to prioritize the most critical issues facing Guatemala, namely the lack of security through the publication of the Pact for Security, Justice and Peace, and the creation of 6 task forces responsible for investigation of serious crimes; as well as chronic malnutrition through the creation of the Ministry for Social Development and the launch of the Zero Hunger Pact. 

