Ghana

Question
In 2008, Ghana accepted recommendations to enhance the rights of women and address domestic violence. Could the Delegation of Ghana inform us of the outcome of the review process, including the establishment of the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit of the Police Service, the adoption of a strategic plan; as well as on any other progress achieved so far, benchmarks for remaining steps, and the deadline set for completion of this review? 

Recommendations
Canada recommends that Ghana:

1. Take steps to fully implement the 2007 Domestic Violence Act, inter alia by ensuring that effective and prompt investigations are carried out for any allegations of domestic violence and female genital mutilation, and that those responsible are brought to justice.

2. Take immediate steps toward the adoption of the Freedom of Information Bill, building on its efforts to improve good governance, accountability and transparency.

3. Take steps to prevent, and ensure accountability for, acts of  violence perpetrated against individuals, including on the basis of their sexuality.

Observations (if time allows):

We welcome the steps taken by Ghana to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), as committed during the previous UPR in 2008. 

We are concerned about reports of human rights abuses experienced by persons with disabilities in psychiatric hospitals and within their respective communities. We encourage Ghana to step up efforts to ensure the rights of people with disabilities are protected. 
