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Liechtenstein welcomes the distinguished delegation of the Czech Republic headed by H.E. … and wishes to thank for the valuable information that has been provided in the introductory statement as well as in the national report. 
When the Czech Republic presented its candidature for membership of the Human Rights Council, it pledged, inter alia, to “maintain its strong commitment to the protection and promotion of the rights of the child“. We wish to commend the Czech Republic for having adopted, in 2012, a National Strategy for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and for the campaign organized by the Government Commissioner for Human Rights in 2009–2010 in order to raise public awareness of violence against children and the forms it may take. In this context, Liechtenstein wishes to recall the relevant recommendations addressed to the Czech Republic by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and recommends that the Czech Republic explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including in the home.
As a candidate for membership in the Human Rights Council, the Czech Republic also pledged to “examine the possibility of ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography“. According to the stakeholders‘ information, the Czech Criminal Code lacks a clear definition of child pornography that would be consistent with the provisions of relevant international and regional legal standards. Liechtenstein therefore recommends that the Czech Republic enact the necessary legislation in view of its ratification of the OP-CRC-SC. It also recommends that the Czech Republic provide capacity building to law enforcement officials on the identification of child victims of commercial sexual exploitation and on measures to protect children from commercial sexual exploitation.

Liechtenstein welcomes the Czech Republic’s commitment to international justice and congratulates the Czech Republic for starting the process of amending its penal code to fully comply with the crimes of the Rome Statute of the ICC. In this regard, Liechtenstein recommends that the Czech Republic ratify the Kampala amendments to the Rome Statute with a view to contributing to the activation of the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court over the crime of aggression in 2017.
