Statement made by the delegation of the Kyrgyz Republic

during the interactive dialogue of the UPR Working Group on the Czech Republic 

22 October 2012

Madam President,

Kyrgyzstan welcomes the delegation of the Czech Republic and would like to thank them for their presentation.

We commend the Czech Republic for progress made in the implementation of UPR recommendations from the first cycle.

We are pleased to see that the government has taken concrete steps to strengthen its legislative and institutional frameworks aimed to adopt anti-discrimination legislation; to fight discrimination against ethnic minorities, especially the Roma and to ensure their equal access to education, housing, health care and employment. However, the KR notes the concern raised by a number of NGOs and international bodies regarding the discrimination and segregation of Romani pupils in schools.
In this regard, we recommend the Czech Republic fully implement the National Plan of Action for Inclusive Education and eliminate practices that lead to the continued segregation of Roma children at school; redouble efforts to remedy all shortcomings faced by Roma children in the field of education.
Madam President,

My delegation acknowledges the efforts by the Czech Government to counter exploitation of children and human trafficking. 

However, the challenges are still there, especially for children and women, as the term “exploitation” in the Criminal Code of the Czech Republic seems not to embrace prostitution and other forms of sexual exploitation of children, so we encourage the Czech Republic to address this issue.

The lack of clear definition of child prostitution, child pornography and child trafficking requires a comprehensive legal reform process. 

Bearing in mind this concern, we would like to make following recommendations.

- Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. 

- Sign and ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children.

- Bring your domestic legislation on the protection of the rights of children, especially in case of child prostitution, child pornography, and child victims of trafficking, in compliance with the international standards.
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