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Australia welcomes steps taken to date by the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain to address
international concerns over reported human rights violations during and following the 2011 unrest, -

_ including by establishing the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICT) and the National
Commission. '

1

Australia is encopraged by recent measures such as the introduction of a new police code of

.of the arrest powers of the National Security Agency, the ove
progress on the reinstatement of workers dismissed during the
ards national reconciliation and accountability.
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Australia recommends Bahrain respect the legitimate rights of all its citizens to freedom of
assembly and expression, and maintain its commitment to achieving concrete political reform
based on respect for the legitimate rights and aspirations of all its citizens. -

Australia welcomes the pledge of the Bahraini government to implement the BICI =
recommendations.
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Australia continues to be concerned by reports of human rights
hain,in detention. All prisoners should

protesters and urges a speedy and fair trial for those whoirem
have access to lawyers and due process through the civili
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Australia further recommends a speedy conclusion to these cases, such as the ongoihg case of
Abdalhadi Al-Khawaja. '



